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UNRWA Commissioner-General Concludes Three-Day 
Visit to Germany 

 

 
During his three-day mission to Germany, UNRWA Commissioner-General Pierre Krähenbühl (left) met with the 

Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier (right), and several other high-level officials. Photo Courtesy of the German Federal 

Foreign Office 

 
 

 
 



20 October 2016 
East Jerusalem  

 
The Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), Pierre Krähenbühl, visited Munich and Berlin on 
17, 18 and 19 October for a series of high-level meetings aimed at further strengthening 
the strategic UNRWA-Germany partnership and increasing awareness of the Agency’s 
work. 
 
In Berlin, Mr. Krähenbühl met with Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, Parliamentary State Secretary at the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development Thomas Silberhorn, and State Secretary at the Ministry of 
Interior Dr. Emily Haber, as well as high-level officials from various ministries.  
 
Mr. Krähenbühl was also invited by the chair of the Bundestag Committee on Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Aid Michael Brand to brief committee members about the 
challenges faced by Palestine refugees and met with members of various other 
parliamentary committees, including the Deputy Head of the SPD Group in Parliament, 
Dr. Rolf Mützenich. The Commissioner-General also engaged in further discussions with 
the Director of the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Stiftung 
Wissenschaft und Politik), Dr. Volker Perthes, and the Chairman of the Munich Security 
Conference, Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger.  
 
During the mission, the first-ever visit of an UNRWA Commissioner-General to the 
Federal State of Bavaria took place upon an invitation from the German-Arab Friendship 
Society and its President, Dr. Otto Wiesheu. Mr. Krähenbühl met with the State Minister 
for Employment and Social Affairs, Family and Integration, Emilia Müller; the Head of the 
Bavarian State Chancellery and Minister for Federal Affairs and Special Affairs, Dr. 
Marcel Huber; and representatives of the BMW Quandt Foundation. In the evening, he 
participated in a public event organized by the Hanns Seidel Foundation and the German-
Arab Friendship Association (DAFG). 
 
These meetings were an opportunity for Mr. Krähenbühl to discuss the humanitarian and 
operational situation in the Agency’s five fields of operations, specifically in Gaza and 
Syria, as well as the question of refugees in the region more broadly. In his discussions, 
the Commissioner-General highlighted the need for decisive political action to address 
the root causes of the conflict and the risks associated with the continued absence of a 
horizon for peace and economic prospects, especially for Palestine refugee youth.  Mr. 
Krähenbühl also reminded its interlocutors of the precarious financial situation of UNRWA 
and called for collective efforts to enhance the Agency’s financial sustainability. 
 
Acknowledging Germany’s significant financial support to UNRWA, the Commissioner-
General stated, “Germany is not only a generous donor but a strategic partner that is 
investing in the future of Palestine refugees. By supporting projects such as the 
reconstruction of the Nahr el-Bared Camp in Lebanon and rebuilding the Gaza Strip, 
Germany is giving thousands of Palestine refugees hope and dignity.” During the visit, 
the German Government announced new pledges of EUR 4 million in additional support 



for emergency food assistance in Gaza and EUR 18.45 million for reconstruction in Gaza, 
as well as camp improvement projects in the Agency’s other fields of operations. 
 
Overall, in 2015, Germany contributed US$ 91.7 million (EUR 83.2 million) to UNRWA. 
Germany is the Agency’s fifth largest donor and has been a member of the UNRWA 
Advisory Commission since 2005.  

 
– Ends – 

 
Background Information 
 
UNRWA is confronted with an increased demand for services resulting from a growth in the 
number of registered Palestine refugees, the extent of their vulnerability and their deepening 
poverty. UNRWA is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions and financial support has 
been outpaced by the growth in needs. As a result, the UNRWA Programme Budget, which 
supports the delivery of core essential services, operates with a large shortfall. UNRWA 
encourages all Member States to work collectively to exert all possible efforts to fully fund the 
Agency’s Programme Budget. UNRWA emergency programmes and key projects, also operating 
with large shortfalls, are funded through separate funding portals. 
 
UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and mandated 
to provide assistance and protection to some 5 million registered Palestine refugees. Its mission 
is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip achieve 
their full human development potential, pending a just and lasting solution to their plight. UNRWA 
services encompass education, health care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and 
improvement, protection and microfinance. 

 
For more information, please contact: 
  

Christopher Gunness 

UNRWA Spokesperson 

Mobile: +972 (0)54 240 2659 

Office: +972 (0)2 589 0267 

c.gunness@unrwa.org  

Twitter: @ChrisGunness 

Sami Mshasha 

UNRWA Arabic Spokesperson 

Mobile: +972 (0)54 216 8295 

Office: +972 (0)2 589 0724 

s.mshasha@unrwa.org 
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